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Merry Christmas To All!

It seems hard to believe that 2009 is almost past! Our club has had a successful year. We have maintained our
membership and had our biggest show to date. Our last meeting was held on November 23" at the fairgrounds. We had some
interesting Show-n-Tell items and some very interesting Auction items! Harold Carlton brought the “very interesting Auction
items”. He had “mystery boxes™ The last box got the highest bid after everyone saw what was in the other boxes! Harold said
himself that he did not know what was in the boxes! They had been packed up for years! The boxes contained very nice old
china and not just a few pieces! We all hope Harold will bring more of these mystery boxes back to the auction!

Our next meeting will be on December 22, 2009, Tt will be a covered dish dinner. Sheryl Begley will bring ham &
Melissa Milner will bring chicken & dressing. Gerry Brown is bringing drinks and Harold Carlton will bring paper products. If
our other members will bring side dishes and desserts, we will be set! We will also be giving away a $25.00 door prize. This is
a time of fellowship and we do not exchange gifts. It would be great to bring Show-n-Tell items and auction items.

Don't forget our annual dues are to be paid by the end of January. They are $15.00. This is still a great bargain. Please
bring them to the meeting or send them to Sam Crowder 728 Fairway Drive Elizabethton, TN 37643,

Because my article is lengthy, [ have not included show-n-tell pictures. 1 will include more next month,

CARBONATED BEVERAGE BOTTLE CLOSURES (Soda, Mineral Water & Beer)

Bottles produced to contain soda, mineral water, and beer all shared one similarity - they were intended to contain a beverage
that was typically carbonated exerting high pressure against whatever closure was used. A secure sealing was critical to the
salability and usability of the product, as well as typically thick glass to the bottle itself in order to contain the contents pressure
and to withstand the rigors of bottling and re-use.  The handful of closures covered in some detail here were the dominant types
and were used on the majority of typical historic beverage bottles. There were scores of different types of closures patented and
used to some degree on beverage bottles though most - like James T. Walker's patent (1885) closure pictured to the right - had
minimal impact. The seven primary closures/stoppers covered below {(cork, gravitating, Codd's, Hutchinson, lighting-type,
bottle seal, crown) likely accounted for 95%+ of the closures used on beverage bottles during the time span covered by this
website - 1800 to through the 1950s,

For more information and history on the subject of beverage bottle closures the following works are recommended: 4 History
af the American Soft Drink Industry, Bottle Carbonated Beverages 1807-1957 by John 1. Riley (1958), 4 Close-Up of Closures
- History and Progress by Alfred Lief (1965), the timeless and venerable The [flusirated Guide to Collecting Boitles by Cecil
Munsey (1970), and the very recent Soda and Beer Botile Closures 1850-1910 by David Graci (2003 ) which contains dozens of
weird and wondrous soda bottle closures as well as the dominant ones. The following closures are covered in order of origin -
earliest to most recent.






