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&lt;p&gt;&lt;/p&gt;&lt;p&gt;Van Dijk initially struggled to break into Groningen

&#39;s first team with club staff believing he was &quot;overtired&quot; after e

xtensive playing&#127975; time with Willem II&#39;s academy and reserve sides.[2

5] He made his professional debut for the club on 1 May 2011,&#127975; coming on

 as a 72nd-minute substitute for Petter Andersson during a 4â��2 victory against A

DO Den Haag.[28] On 29 May,&#127975; and against the same opposition, he made hi

s first start for Groningen and scored his first professional goals, netting twi

ce&#127975; in a 5â��1 win in a UEFA Europa League play-off match.[25]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Van Dijk was again on target on 21 January 2024,&#127975; opening a 4â��0

 home win over Motherwell.[57] On 26 February, he was sent off in the 36th minut

e against Inter&#127975; Milan for a foul on Mauro Icardi, as Celtic lost 1â��0 on

 the night, 4â��3 on aggregate in the last&#127975; 32 of the UEFA Europa League.[

58] He was again sent off on 8 March in the Cup quarter-final away to&#127975; D

undee United at Tannadice Park, receiving a red card after eleven minutes for a 

confrontation with Calum Butcher.[59] His suspension&#127975; for the following 

week&#39;s Scottish League Cup Final was overturned on appeal, as was that of Pa

ul Paton, who was&#127975; sent off when mistaken for Butcher.[60] Van Dijk play

ed the full 90 minutes of the final at Hampden Park, which&#127975; Celtic won 2

â��0.[61] On 18 March, Celtic&#39;s third consecutive match against Dundee United,

 Van Dijk scored in the last minute&#127975; to confirm a 4â��0 win in a Cup repla

y.[62]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;On 19 April, Celtic contested the Cup semi-final against Inverness at H

ampden,&#127975; and Van Dijk opened the scoring with a free kick. After the dis

missal of goalkeeper Craig Gordon, Celtic fell 3â��2,&#127975; ending their chance

 of a treble.[63] Three days later, again from a free kick, he confirmed a 2â��1 w

in away&#127975; to Dundee.[64] His team again won the league, and Van Dijk was 

included in the league&#39;s Team of the Season&#127975; for the second consecut

ive campaign.[65] He was again shortlisted for the PFA Scotland Players&#39; Pla

yer award,[66] but lost out to&#127975; another teammate, this time Stefan Johan

sen.[67]&lt;/p&gt;
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